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The J.R. Simplot Company
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Founded 1929

Mining/Fertilizer Frozen Potatoes 
& Vegetables

Beef
Global Company

15,000 Employees

Northwest Operations
Caldwell, ID

Grand View, ID

Moses Lake, WA

Ontario, OR

Othello, WA
Pasco, WA

Pocatello, ID

Portland, OR

Smoky Canyon Mine, ID

Itafos

Mosaic

Nutrien

Lamb Weston

McCain’s

Agri Beef

Tyson
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The Importance of Natural Gas
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Typical Energy  Sources - Potato 
Processing

Electricity Natural Gas Biogas

Peelers

Blanchers

Fryers

The majority of 

energy used in potato 

processing is natural 

gas.
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Increase 
in 

Operating 
Costs

Energy (Nat Gas & 
Electricity) Costs

Carbon 
Allowances

Capital Improvements

Viability 

over the 

Long 

Term?

Business Implications On Carbon 

Public Policy

State governments are 

building budgets 

dependent upon these 

carbon fees
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Carbon Public Policy:  “Big Picture” Thoughts
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Fundamental Flaws: 
Failure to Understand 

Laws of 
Thermodynamics and 

Basic Economics

Assumes natural gas 
can be replaced by 
electricity or some 

other fuel (H2)

Assumes that 

electricity will be 

“renewable”.

Economic 
costs:  diffuse 

energy 
sources 

(transmission) 
and 

ineffiencies.

In the long-

term, 

inefficiencies 

result in more 

energy use and 
higher costs.

Subsidized 

technologies 

“hide” true 

costs, distorting 

the markets 
and will result in 

higher costs 

over the long-

term.
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