Subject: Commercial and Residential Energy Code CR-102 Comments
Washington State Building Code Council
Dear Chair and Members of the State Building Code Council,
I respectfully ask the State Building Code Council to adopt a balanced Commercial Energy Code that improves energy efficiency while maintaining affordability, practicality, and business choice.
Our business supports energy efficiency and responsible building standards. However, several proposals in the current CR-102 rulemaking would significantly increase construction, renovation, and equipment replacement costs while limiting technology options for Washington families and businesses.
I encourage the Council to:
· Restore like-for-like replacement of existing HVAC and water heating equipment during renovations and equipment failures.
· Revise the commercial energy credit requirements so they meet legislative energy efficiency goals without imposing unnecessary costs or favoring specific technologies.
· Remove the penalty for natural gas supplemental heat and evaluate systems based on actual energy performance.
· Preserve multiple technology pathways that allow businesses to comply with the energy code while meeting their operational needs.
Washington needs an energy code that balances efficiency with affordability, reliability, and economic competitiveness. Policies that unnecessarily increase costs or reduce equipment choices ultimately make it more expensive to build, expand, and operate commercial facilities throughout our state.
Thank you for considering these comments as you finalize the 2024 Washington State Energy Code.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Address] 
[City, WA]

